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PART 1
THE CHAO
PHRAYA RIVER
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THE CHAO PHRAYA 'RIVER BEGINS IN- CENTRAL THAI LAND AND e

~ FLOWS THRU BANGKOK TO THE SEA. IT IS ALWAYS SWIFT RUNNING
= - - _;..—--';:MUDDYFROM SILT AND TENDS TO FLOOD IN THE MONSOON =
= == MINSrMANY OF THE BUIDTNGS (LOSE TO THE R]VER FLOOD EVERYH__. :
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— JEN‘ |G MATERIALS, GO UP THE rfwzm T‘ENS ~0ETkEeUS«ANps OF ;::==:-_-
~  TONS OF RICE COME DOWN. DIsSPITE" '

e =




SEVERAL KINDS OF PASSANGER BOATS RUN ON THE RIVER. FERRIES OR BARGES CAN BE
USED TO GO CROSS THE RIVER AT VARIOUS POINTS.

THERE ARE DIFFERENT BOATS OFFERING DIFFERENT SERVICES. SOME EXPRESS BOATS
ONLY STOP AT THE MAIN PIERS.

RIVER TAXIS RUN UP AND DOWN THE RIVER AND COST FROM AROUND 10 BAHT
ONE-WAY, DEPENDING ON THE LENGTH OF THE JOURNEY. THE BLUE FLAG CHAO
PHRAYA EXPRESS TOURIST BOAT IS PROBABLY YOUR BEST OPTION RUNNING BETWEEN
NONTHABURI IN THE FAR NORTH OF BANGKOK TO SATHORN CENTRAL PIER FROM
O7:00 TO 18:25. THE FARE IS 40 BAHT PER TRIP OR 100 BAHT FOR AN ALL-DAY PASS

-WITH UNLIMITED STOPS ALLOWED.
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THIS A TYPICAL BLUE FLAG TOURIST FERRY TRAVELS AT A LEISURE-
LY 15 MPH AND STOPS AT EVERY LANDING, ZIG-ZAGGING BACK
AND FORTH UP AND DOWN THE RIVER. DEPENDING ON THE LO-
CATION OF YOUR HOTEL THE RIVER FERRY IS CERTAINLY CHEAPER
AND A LOT FASTER THAN TAKING A TAXI.
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REST; ASSUIRE‘D TH ESE BLUE FLAG FERRIES ARE USU-_
ALLY{PACKED; STANDING ROOM ONLY, BUT THEY ARE
NUMEROUS AND ARE "RIVER BUSSES,” WITH DIFFER-

o
ENT; RO‘._UTES’;,(SOME HEAD UP RIVER AND SOME DOWN.




THIS 1S A TYPICAL LANDING, WITH A FLOATING DOCK THAT CAN
PITCH ABOUT A BIT WHEN THE RIVER IS CHOPPY. THERE IS A STEW-

ARD TO HELP PASSANGERS BOARD. NOT FOR THE TIMID. THE FERRIES
ONLY DOCK FOR 2-3 MINUTES.
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@@ IDI][BE@E‘ HOTELS*LIKE*THE"TL‘LENNIUM HILTON MENAM RIVERSIDE HOTEL, MAND&MN QRIEN-

Im[l_-. THE MARRI' ! !, ESORT—-:THIS ELEGANT‘ AGNIFICENTLY'MAINTAINED FERRY-TKES %@ —



YOU CAN GET ON THE FERRY AT
o8 ANY OF THE LANDINGS AND PAY
THE CONDUCTOR, BUT IF YOU WANT
K osan Road A DAY PASS, YOU CAN GET IT AT THE
b "0” SATHORN LANDING. THE EAS-
IEST WAY TO GET THERE IS BY SKY
y aha TRAIN, GREEN LINE, THAT TAKES

Lang (Siriraj > |g\P&' YOU TO THE SAPAN TAKSIN EXIT,
Jondo (AS ﬂ' ABOUT 75 METERS FROM THE PIER.

— #ecﬁning ud @ THE FERRIES RUN UNTIL 9P.M.
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WITHOUT A DOUBT, THE GRAND PALACE, THE OFFICIAL RESIDENCE OF THE KINGS OF SIAM 1782-1925 AND A WORLD HERITAGE
SITE. IT 1S IS A MUST SEE” AND THERE IS A FERRY LANDING NOT FAR AWAY.

BANGKOK BECAME THE NEW CAPITOL OF THAILAND AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE OLD CAPITOL, OF AYUTTHAYA, IN 1767. THE
GRAND PALACE WAS COMPLETED ABOUT 12 YEARS LATER. THE KING, HIS COURT, AND HIS ROYAL GOVERNMENT WERE BASED ON
THE GROUNDS OF THE PALACE. NOTE: WOMEN HAVE TO WEAR LONG SLEEVES AND A DRESS. SHORT SLEEVES AND SHORTS ARE PRO-
HIBITED BUT IF YOU ARE CAUGHT UNAWARE, YOU CAN RENT SUITABLE GARMENTS ACROSS THE STREET.




% THE GROUNDS OF THE GRAND PALACE ALSO HOUSED
THE THAI WAR MINISTRY, STATE DEPARTMENTS, EVEN
THE MINT. THE PALACE IS THE SPIRITUAL HEART OF

THE THAI KINGDOM.
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p ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE GRAND PALACE
;'j, IS THE CITY PILLR, A MAGNIFICENT SHRINE

il WELL WORTH SEEING, FULL OF STATUES OF THE
,::i’*. BUDDHAS.

i N i
e T Lt

L ] T



GOLDEN PILLAR DE THE CITY PILL-
R THERE ARE NY REPRESENTATIONS
OF THE BUDDHA.
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THE OLD GUN MUSEUM IS NEXT TO THE CITY PILLAR, WITH A FINE VIEW OF THE GRAND

PALACE. SOME OF THESE OLBEEGANONS GO BACK TO THE EARLY 1 600S. WELL WORTH A

STROLL THRU THE C.ARDEN THEA BUILDINC. IS MILITARY HEADQUARTERS AND NOT OPEN — -
TO THE PUBLIC. ' -




‘ NOT FAR FROM THE GRAND PALACE IS P.RG)BAB 'T ._\ﬂM@ST REC@GNIZABLE LANDMARK 0]; AllL;AIN D JEVERYONE PHOTOGRAPHS
o THE 37-METER LENGTH BUT BECAUSE THETROOM IS N@i'l"iDEEP YOU CANITS STAND!BACK IZAR EN@UC.HGET A GOOD, SHOT THE PICS
k' NEVER TURN OUT WELL. | ALWAYS LOVED THE SERE ﬂFﬁ\CE BEST, SUPPOSEDLY:OFsTH EJL®ORD BUDDAH HIS DEATH APPROACHED

f
WAT PO Is HON\E TG){E/;QORE THAN ONE THOUSANI‘D:,B*DHA IMAGES.~AFTER THE DES'F[?CJCTION ©JF 'I]HE GAPITOL OF AYUTTHAYA,

QU HERENATNE TW TO BANGKOK N/ 1788 | "M_“ .’,




WAT ARUN, "TEMPLE OF THE DAWN,” IS THE "#2" MUST-
SEE HISTORIC SIGHT IN BANGKOK, AFTER THE GRAND
A PALACE. IT IS DIRECTLY ACROSS THE RIVER FROM WAT PO.
t JUST TAKE THE FERRY ACROSS THE RIVER FROM THE WAT
L PO LANDING. THIS TEMPLE FEATURES A SOARING 70-ME-
TER-HIGH SPIRE DECORATED WITH TINY PIECES OF COLOR-
ED GLASS AND CHINESE PORCELAIN

THE OUTSTANDING FEATURE OF WAT ARUN 1S ITS CENTRAL
PRANG, A KHMER-STYLE PAGODA, ABOUT 80 METERS TALL
SYMBOLIZES THE LEGENDARY MOUNT MERU, CENTER OF
THE UNIVERSE. IT IS POSSIBLE TO CLIMB THE PRANG, USING
SOME VERY STEEP EXTERIOR STEPS, TO TWO TERRACES PRO-
VIDING FINE VIEWS.
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KHAO'SAN'ROAD(PHRA ARTHIT PIER, N13)

[\
THE LANDING FOR KAHO SAN ROAD IS NEXT TO A DELIGHTFUL
PARK, WHICH IN ITSELF IS A GREAT PLACE TO RELAX, ESPECIAL-

| SAN ROAD WALKING STREET IS RIGHT D:WN THE BLOCK.
NORMALLY WE DISTAIN;BLATANTLY TOURISTIC suoppmc.su-r
UNQUESTIONABLY KAO SAN IS FUN! THE STREET IS SURROUND-
ED BY SIDE STREETS WITH SMALL HOTELS AND/MANY RESTAU-
RANTS. TRUE THEY ARETOURISTIC, EXPENSIVE AND THE FOOD
JUST FAIR, BUT A GREAT/PLACE TO) OIDRINK A FEW BEERS ANDJ
WATCH THE/CROWD GOJBYE. NO VISIT o BANCKOK Islcom-

-
PLETE WITHOUT GOING THERE. InisA Mugmuﬁrm AREA

THAT MAY-END UP TAI(ING THE ENTIRE E&'EN‘ING

‘ , ' n .l. " "

PACI(ED INTOYA 1KM LONG STRIP ARE COUNTI.ESS BUDGET

. GUEST HOUSES ANﬁMID -RANGE HOTEIaS INTERNET CAFES, .
SWANKY BARS AND.CLUBS; RESTAURA NTS MASSAGE PAR -
LOURS, TRAVEL AGENTS, MARKET STALLS TATI'OO

SHOPS AND MUCH MUCHIMORE"

ﬁ ' L T
KHAOSAN IS QUITEJUNLIKE ANYWHERE ELSE}IN’BANGKOK, IT'S
ALSO POPUL&R WITH LOCALS ESHECIALLY YOUNG HlPSTERSP

ANDJART STUDENTS

| Y LA .
KH AOEAN SHOPS SELL HANDCRAFTS; AINTINGS,,CI.OTH ES,
PIRATED CDs, DVDS AND SECOND= AND BOOKS, PLUS MANY,
USEFUL BACKPACKER ITEk‘\'S
! 1 ‘
' IN'H‘ENI ERAL ITEMS ON THI;;TQ:JRIST STREET ARE OVER-
PRICED—BUT INTERESTING. TH ERE ARE MANY PUBS AND BARS
ON.SU|RROUNDING STREETS. OaE THAI WRITER HAS DESCRIBED
KHQ&SAN AS "A SHORT ROAD THAT HAS THE LONGEST DREAM

IN THE WORLD.”




INTH 20 YEARS, KHAO SAN ROAD HAS BECOME A MECC
BOTH BACK-PACKERS :
PEOPLE, IT IS AN EXCITING RY TO ASIA, ALTHOUGH OF COURSE [
MORE LIKE A MOVIE sg: THAN REAL ASIAN LIFE.

o = ‘.’..
HAO SAN IS NOT LOCATED NEAR THE SKY TRAI T
©U OFF AT N13 PHRA ATHIT PIER, RIGHT NEXT" PAF
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S5 THE STREET FROM THE PARK Is THE PHRA SUMANE FORT, ONE N
£ TWO REMAINING FORTS BUILT TO PROTECT BANGKOK AFTER THE - (k1%
Y THE BURMESE AND DESTRUCTION OF THE OLD CAPITOL, ?#

{THE LATE 17TH CENTURY. KAHO SAN IS OPPOSITE WAT
5 ./ -
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. ~"Q | ASIDE FROM THE FAMOUS CHATUCHAK WEEKEND MARKEI', A I.ESS WELL- _
,3 \j Cﬁ a \cj ( W <3 /] l'{fVc ﬂ ) KNOWN TREASURE IS THE WANG LANG MARKET, JUST A FEW STEPS FROM TH

AT 2 WANG LANG PIER. DELICIOUS STREET FOOD CAN BE FOUND AT RIDICULOUS-
wan J Lana (Prannok ) B LY LOW PRICES. THE MARKET Is WELL-KNOWN FOR ITs DELICIOUS |

| ERN-STYLE FOOD. YOU CAN GET TAKE-AWAY TO EAT WHEN ON T
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—————— ASHORT*WALK FROM THE WANG LING PIER TO THE FA-

' MOUS ROYAL BARGE MUSEUM TO SEE THE CEREMONIAL
ROYAL ROWING BARGES MADE FROM HUGE TEAK TREES,
USED BY THE ROYAL FAMILY WHEN THEY LIVED ON THE -
THONBURY SIDE OF THE RIVER AND HAD TO ROW ACROSS -

-
TO REACH THE PARLIAMENT. T
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N@Tr’ EAT BEEF AND UN-
DOMINANT MEAT
@@ ﬁANlDS SELL SOME

|
PR«ESENTATI@ KE THIIS ONE, B I[E@AUS! ERTEIIS
- REIRES A’H UGG -’
g . & N ‘ qﬁ-: )
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BUILT BY KING IV TO GET FROM HIS HOME IN THORNBURY TO THE ROYAL PALACE, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE
RIVER, THE THORNBURY CANAL WAS THE ONLY ACCESS TO THE THORNBURY AREA UNTIL THE MID 20TH CENTU-
RY, WHEN THE FIRST ROADS WERE BUILT. BEING A DELTA, WITH MANY STREAMS AND SMALL RIVERS, IT WAS EASY
TO BUILD CANALS AND THESE BECAME THE STREETS?F JTHORNBURY. THERE ARE STILL MANY PLACES IN THORN-

BURY THAT STILL HAVE NO ROADS.

SO, IT IS POSSIBLE TO TAKE A LONG-TAIL BOAT BACK INTO THESE CANALS AND STEP BACK INTO AN EARLIER, MORE
TRANQUIL, MORE LEISURELY AGE AND USUALLY COST ABOUT $12-15 USD/HOUR. HIRE A LONG-TAIL BOAT. NE-
SOTIATE THE PRICE.

= ‘THE BbAT DRIVER IS NOT A‘GWDILHB ENGI.ISH“MAY BE LIMITED, BUT HE WILL KNOW THE MAIN SPOTS AsSK TO

EXPLORE *KLONG BANGKOK &m KLONG BANc.de YAl
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"& %0 M“@NI g@yy]m@ HQME'MAD R‘WHER;BEOAT FROM HOUSE TO

'ME'Rs SELI. mmvawm I’NCI.UDING“FUI.I.Y COOKED MEALS BY
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!‘ ' :
THIS BARC.E Q‘AN\E MORIE THAN)'I (0]0) K{ﬂ/\\DOWN THE R'I‘\/EETO ‘SELL THESE H"AND ~MADE PO'I_I'ERIE‘S TH E BOAT
‘\ 4IS DRI\\AEN.BYA 1.2°5-CGC BRIC.C.JS AND ST\R/&\TI'ON LONG-TAIL E4NC.IN By THE BR@WN POTS ARE'WATER CISTERNf\
AND THE RED ONES ARE DECORATIVEKTROPICAL FISH BOWLS”. 3

N 4 J“ ’ A ' f. {_'_-'.

THIS BARGHE' IS LAYING'ALONG-SIDE ATOURIST FLEA‘MARKT =
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MAN HANDS"UP-A FULLY COOKED MEAL TO WAIITNG CUSTOMER
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BACK IN THE OLD DAYS A LOT OF HOUSES ON THE CANALS HAD
THATCHED ROOFs BUT THIS ROOF WAS MADE OF THATCH NOT
BECAUSE IT WAS THE MOST ECONOMICAL BUT AS A TOURIST

ATTRACTION.
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UL OLD RICE BARGE HAS BEEN MADE INTO A FLOATING HOME




Pl L e
.. ‘m “. .euﬁ#&--.-&ﬁé&%v—-

| HAVE ALWAYS LOVED THIS LITTLE SHACK ON THE THRONBURY THE MOST. IT IS A SUPREME COMBINATION OF
HUMBLENESS AND MAJESTY, NOT SO MUCH A RENOUNCING OF TECHNOLOGY AS AN IGNORING OF IT.

IF YOU LOOK CAREFULLY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BUILDING YOU CAN SEE THE BACK WALL, WITH DAYLIGHT BE-
TWEEN THE PLANKS. BUT, YOU CAN ALSO SEE FROM THE HANGING SHELLS AND FLOWERS THAT SOMEONE LOVES
THIS PLACE AND ITS SPIRIT IS ALIVE. THE LOVE HAS TRANSFORMED IT FROM A PILE OF PLANKS INTO SOMETHING

THAT MAY NOT BE ALIVE BUT HAS SOME OF THE QUALITIES OF LIFE.



TO ME, THIS GRINNING DEMON, LEFT, LOCATED IN
THE FLOATING MARKET IN NORTHAMBRI, SYMBOLIZ-
ES THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WESTERN CULTURE AND
THAT OF THAILAND.

FOR WESTERNERS, TIME IS LINEAR AND FLOWS IN
ONLY ONE DIRECTION. THE PAST MAY BE INTERESTING
BUT IT IS DEFINITELY "THE PAST.”

TIME FOR THAIS MIGHT BE BETTER REPRESENTED BY
THE CONTENTS OF A CIRCLE. TIME IS "EVERYTHING.”
THERE IS NO BARRIER BETWEEN THE PAST AND THE
PRESENT. THAI BUDDHISM MAKES THIS DYNAM-
IC. BUDDHISM IS ITSELF VERY ANCIENT, PRECEDING
CHRISTIANITY BY 500 YEARS.

BUT THE THAI GODS, DEMONS, WINGED SERPENTS
AND COMPOSITE ANIMALS COME FROM THE HIN-
DU RELIGION THAT PRECEDED BUDDHISM BY 1,000
YEARS AND THE PEOPLE ALSO WORSHIP SPIRITS, OF
THE LAND, IN TREES AND ROCKS, AN ANIMISM THAT
PROBABLY GOES BACK TO THE CAVE MAN. AN OLD
TREE, RINGED WITH CLOTH AND FESTOONED WITH
OFFERINGS TELLS ONE THAT SPIRITS DWELL WITHIN.

THE DEMON (LEFT) IS A CLASSIC CREATURE FROM HIN-
DUISM, BUT IS WEARING SUNGLASSES, A WRISTWATCH,
A CAMERA AND HOLDS A CELL PHONE. THE OLD
BLENDS SEAMLESSLY WITH THE NEW.

ALSO, THAILAND HAS A LONG HISTORY AND IT HAS
BEEN FULL OF WAR AND UNCERTAINTY. THE FALL OF
THE KINGDOM IN 1763 1S A BLOW STILL REMEM-
BERED. SO, THAIS LIVE MORE IN THE PRESENT THAN
WESTERNERS BECAUSE THEY SEE THE FUTURE AS UN-
CERTAIN.
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IT IS HARD TO DEFINE WHAT
ONE COMES AWAY WITH FROM
A TRIP UP THE THORNBURY.
THE CANAL HAS CALLED ME
BACK AGAIN AND AGAIN.

| ALWAYS THINK THE PRESENT
IS THE BEST AGE TO LIVE IN,
WITH IT FABULOUS IMPROVE-
MENTS IN MEDICINE THAT
HAVE EXTENDED LIFE AND
ENDED SO MUCH PAIN, BETTER
NUTRITION AND THE STAGGER-
ING MIRACLES OF COMPUTERS
AND TECHNOLOAGY.

BUT EVERY TIME | TRANSIT THE
THORNBURY CANAL | AM RE-
MINDED THAT THE ONE THING
WE GAVE UP TO HAVE SO
MUCH IS TRANQUILLITY. YOU
CAN SEE THAT TRANQUILLITY
IN THE FACES OF THE PEOPLE
WHO LIVE THERE.

| DO NOT THINK TRANQUIL-
LITY 1S JUST "IN THE MIND.” |
THINK IT IS WHAT ONE FINDS
ALONG A LAZY CANAL TRAPPED
IN TIME.

—MICHAEL



