Thailand’s “Floating” Markets
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Thailand’s many “floating” markets are popular in Bangkok which is, after all, located on a
delta of thousands of small rivers and streams. In many of these areas roads did not exist until the early ‘70s, so people brought their produce to market in canoes. Now these
markets have attracted many tourists who travel as much as 80 Km from Bangkok to visit
them.

Many locals and an increasing number of tourists travel these back rivers in ferries like
this one. Similar boats carry produce and even act as floating markets for heavy items
like clay water cisterns.

ABOVE: Woman brings in her harvest of fresh fruit

You can see that this canoe is stocked for tourists. It is docked at a land-based open air
market and is so loaded it must be towed away at night by a motorboat.

Food is always a big item at
these places and on the
weekends thousands of
Thais visit them to walk
around and then have lunch.
In this case this guy is making “satay,” grilled chicken
breast slivers on a skewer
served with a rich peanut
sauce.
In addition to selling cooked
food from canoes along
shore, many of these boats
actually ply the river and sell
to people in homes.
It is amazing the variety of
items available, from the
usual chicken in rice to
steamed fresh water shrimp
and dried, grilled fish both of
which are farmed/
Another common sight along
the canals are Buddhist temples, called “Wats”. (below)

These hand-made water cisterns are made from river clay and fired with dry coconut
husks, which burn with intense heat. They are transported by canoe because the back
roads are dirt, very bumpy and can crack the pots. You would be surprised how many
families use these pots which get rain runoff from the roof.

Even though many more modern vessels ply the river, the traditional long-tail ferry, powered by an old truck diesel engine is still popular. The long propeller shaft is attached directly to the cam shaft coupling, so the prop turns at a fantastic rate and the whole vessel
gets right up and hauls ass.

THE OLD AND THE NEW
The houses from the days gone-bye are invariably ramshackle affairs (like the one above)
built on pilings consisting of old phone polls or whatever can be found. But, increasingly,
Thais are beginning to appreciate life on the river, which is much quieter and more isolated than in bustling Bangkok

After decades of
effort Bangkok
has finally managed to ban elephants from the
streets but they
are common in
the outback, especially in areas
where there are
tigers and also
in swampy places around the
canals.

No matter where you go in Thailand, the dominant theme is food. Thais eat about five
times per day and yet are generally quite thin. The main reason is that most eat a very
low fat diet and meat, such as this roast pig is only a weekend treat.

Thailand certainly has one of the most unusual religions. They call themselves Thai Buddhists but in fact most of the religion comes from Hindu. Buddhism is in fact not a reli-

gion at all but a philosophy, since it is devoted to helping people escape from the pain of
life: envy and greed, instead of discussing one’s relationship with God.

The rivers and canals settle down
quite a bit at
night, which is
when the wild animals are most active, including a
variety of monkeys, who raise
hell all the time.
The most active
night creatures
are the lizards and
snakes. Fortunately, the cobras,
which can get up
to 3 meters in
length and can be
extremely aggressive. They tend to avoid populated areas—but not always. The most
active single night creature is the gecko. It has an unearthly call. If one gets into your
house they can lift you right out of the bed with their calls.

Our friend’s dog confronted this cobra—which killed him.

