Dream Cones Middle East
At last!

Without a doubt, Dream Cones Midd le East, located in Muscat, Oman has been the longest,
slowest, most problematic project we hav e undertaken, so it is wonderful to see its rapid success.
Oman is a country rich with oil but, like Saudi, it is mostly desert. About 85% of the country is either
barren mountains of eroded rock or sandy desert. As is the case in Saudi, the Omanis call the
barren, sandy desert, almost completely devoid of life, the “Empty Quarter,” but, considering its
size, perhaps it should be called the “Empty Three-Quarters!”

An ancient ocean floor, indicated by its green-gray color, surrounded by layered foothills, all virtually barren.
The sparse shrub is said to actually contain less moisture than kiln-dried lumber

Some parts of the sandy desert actually contain enough shrub for camels and occasionally goats,
but the well-fed camels in this photo are being raised for meat and milk.

The only areas which support any natural plant life are in the mountains and along the north coast. Sohar (pics below), a
small city about two hours NW of the capital, Muscat, is quite lush, watered by underground runoff from the mountains.

The capitol, Muscat, with its population of 1.5 million is the largest city, followed by Shalala, to the
south, not far from the border with Yemen, separated from Muscat by 1,000 Km of unmitigated
desert.

“Old Muscat” above is actually not v ery old. Modern Oman rose in one huge step from the Middle
Age, abruptly in 1970, when the current Sultan, Qaboos bin Said al-Said, ov erthrew his dictatorial,
autocratic father and became the father of modern Oman, which is among the most liberal, best-

managed countries in the world. By coincidence, 1970 was also the y ear high-quality crude was
discov ered, upon which the economy of Oman rests.

Although Omanis are
free to dress as they
wish in public, most
Omani women wear the
dishdasha but not a veil.
. In clubs or parties they
dress in the latest
fashions.

The men also wear white disdashas in gov ernment and for dress,
although they often wear business suits or jeans and shirts.

LEFT: Most produce comes from
Syria, Lebanon and Iran,
although it is common to find
both fruits and vegetables from
all parts of the world, including
South Africa, Iraq and northern
Europe and China.

Dream Cones Middle East, a partnership between an Omani family and the owners of Dream
Cones, Bangkok, began operations in Muscat in October 2010. Located in the Zakher Mall, a large
kitchen produces ice cream, cakes, European pastry and gourmet food. The desserts are sold in
the 45-seat dessert restaurant and the food in an adjacent 45 seat full-serv ice restaurant, “Delicious
Dreams.”

Dream Cones and Delicious Dream Restaurant occupy the entire right wing of the mall

LEFT: Big Boss making gelato RIGHT: Master pastry Chef Corina decorating cup cakes

The kitchen: rear, gelato manufacturing CENTER pastry and cake baking FRONT Food cooking

ABOVE: Prep of Barbie ice cream cake birthday party RIGHT: Me with confections

We are making about 25 cakes per day, mostly for parties and takeout

Birthday cakes are a big part o the business

Butn of course, we are Dream Cones, makers of the v ery best gelato in Oman—or anywhere!

Dream Cones Middle East has been accepted with an acclaim we hav e never had before. Clearly
the public thinks we have the finest ice cream and pastry in Oman. Oman has a high quality of life,
with a standard of liv ing slightly better than that of the United States. As a result, people can pay
substantially more for pasty and ice cream products than in Aisa, so we are able to use the v ery
best ingredients in an unlimited way.
In addition, our sugar-free gelato has been enthusiastically receiv ed. It was always good, but in
Oman we are able to use all-Italian ingredients made by our partner, Lippolis. The combination of
sugar free, low fat and low cholesterol is hard to beat.

